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ABSTRACT

Amrerican Falls is a production station for catchable and fingerling
rai nbow trout. Overall production was 1,430,332 rainbow trout, weighing
207, 955 pounds. Overall feed conversion was 1.33.

Aut hor :

Gary Baker
Fi sh Hatchery Superintendent 11
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| NTRODUCT! ON

Anerican Falls Hatchery is located one-half mnmile downstream of the
Anerican Falls Reservoir Dam on the northern bank of the Snake River.
Reuger Springs provides approximately 20 cfs of 55°F water. Packed
colums reduce nitrogen gas saturation to 104% and increase dissolved
oxygen to from8.4 to 9.0 ppm

Facilities include three residences, tenporary quarters, nursery
building with office, shop and feed storage, equipnment storage and fire
and irrigation buildings.

Egg and fry production wunits include ten double stack Heath
i ncubators and ten circular Heath vats. Ten fish production raceways are

4 ft x 8 ft x 200 ft each, with a water flow of 900 gpm Four 50 ft x 400
ft ponds act as settling basins.

OBJECTI VE

To produce 150,000 to 175,000 Ib of disease-free rainbow trout for
st at ewi de stocki ng prograns.

FI SH PRODUCTI ON

Table 1. Fish production at Anerican Falls Hatchery, 1985 to 1986.

0" -3 3 .6 6+ Tot al
Speci es No. Ib No. Ib No. I b No. b
Rai nbow
(R1) 182,618 631 0 0 0 0 182, 618 631
Rai nbow
(R 2) 0 0 0 0 742,531 180,259 742,531 180, 259
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FI SH FEED

Tabl e 2. Fish food utilized at American Falls Hatchery, 1985 to 1986.
Manuf act ur er Size Pounds Cost
Cl ear Springs All sizes 189, 373 $29, 534
Rangen Regul ar 1/ 8" pellet 84,634 14, 347
Rangen Medi cat ed #Sand#6 3, 325 975
Total s 277, 332 $44, 856
DI STRI BUTI ON

Table 3. Fish distribution to other hatcheries.

Hat chery Nunber Pound

Hager man 182, 618 631
McCal | 97, 225 26, 175
Kami ah 28, 249 8, 630
Clark Fork 117, 380 34, 250
Asht on 17, 050 5, 500
Hayspur 40, 240 15, 200
G ace 2,500 1, 000

RECEI VED

Tabl e 4. Fish received from other hatcheri es.

Hat chery Nunber Pounds

Gr ace 119, 500 1,732
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Hat chery | nprovenments

Al'l building exteriors were painted by the engineering crew. The
interiors of the shop and two residences were painted by hatchery
personnel. A fire protection punp was purchased and installed in a new
9 ft x 14 ft building. The irrigation punmp and engine were overhaul ed by
hat chery personnel. Landscaping, including tree and shrub planting, was
done by hatchery personnel

Hat chery Needs

1. Exposed water in spring area needs to be covered with rocks to reduce
chances of disease transm ssion to fish

2. Two 24,000 Ib feed bins are needed to replace the existing rusted bin.

3. Hat chery grounds |andscaping and irrigation system needs to be
compl et ed.

4. Resi dence 11 needs roofing and siding.

5. Roadway surfaces need to be asphalted.

6. Anot her permanent enpl oyee needs to be hired to nmeet workl oad demands.

7. Bird screening over raceways needs repl aced.

Public Rel ati ons

In addition to fishermen contacts during stocking operations,
numerous school and scout group tours were conducted.

St af f
The permanent staff consists of a Fish Hatchery Superintendent |l and
a Fish Hatchery Superintendent |. One Bio-Aide and up to three temporary
| aborers are enployed as needed.
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